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Office Hours  
8.30am ð 4.00pm 

33 Cubberla Street 
Fig Tree Pocket  QLD  

4069 
Ph: 07 3378 8625 
Fax: 07 3378 8873 

info@childassoc.org.au 
  

Uniform Shop Hours  
Thursday 8.45 ð 9.45 

 

Coming Events 
 

Building Opening  
21st July 

Lunch For Language  
30th July 

Public Holiday  
11th August 
Family Day 
12th August 

 
Assembly 

9am every second 
Thursdayñ29th July 

 
Birthdays  

 
Jamie S 
Sam H 

Hamish C 

 

AWARDS 

 

Junior School  

Hunter F 

Lachlan K 

Joseph G 

Matthew K 
 

 

Senior School 
 

Parker P 
Isabel L 

 

    Congratulations  

to all students  

16 July2010  

Dear parents and families, 

Welcome back to third term and during this first week the students and staff have already been  

involved in a flurry of activity.  Before I update you on a number of pertinent events and other  

information for the term, I would like to share the story of the second week of my holidays with 

you, as I did with staff earlier in the week.  On Tuesday, I travelled up to Toowoomba to settle 
two of my sons into a house which they will be renting along with some mates from the local 

university.  I had got my fill of IKEA, being left with a residual strain injury in my hand from all 

the perpetual screwdriver action, and of gardening.  I hurried around cleaning and dusting and 

fixing and digging and issuing out motherly suggestions, like ñMaybe you could hang up your 

clothesò  followed by me hanging them up ï I guess these were my attempts to make the house a 

home.  When I went to say goodbye on Sunday afternoon, the underlying emotions associated 

with realising that this was their new home and they were no longer in our home got the better of 

me and I felt the tears welling up in my eyes.  I had been keeping myself busy doing óstuffô such 

that I hadnôt realised until that moment how this change might impact on me.  And you might say 

well, Toowoomba isnôt that far away and they will still come home and there will be good things 

about not having messy, disorganised, self-centred adolescent boys around the house.  All true.  

But it is a change, a step into the next stage of life.  And things wonôt be the same ï they wonôt 
necessarily be better or worse, just different.  And as such my relationships with my children and 

the rest of the family will change as well ï moving to another space.  And such is the nature of 

life itself and the nature of our relationships with other significant people, including our col-

leagues and our friends. 

 

The funny thing about this change in my life is that I engaged in a process, subconsciously, 

which assisted me to move into this new stage in my life without too much stress (in the long 

term anyway), and which allowed me to feel that I had done something to add to and influence 

the new relationships with my sons which will evolve over the coming years.  If someone had 

said to me, ñWell, this is a major life change, but youôll get over it.ò I would probably have re-

sisted acknowledging that it actually was a major change and that it had any bearing on me or 
what I was doing at all. 

 
No one can persuade another to change. Each of us guards a gate of change that can only be 
opened from the inside. We cannot open the gate of another, either by argument or emotional  
appeal. 
-Marilyn Ferguson  

 

So, we can only really influence our own ability to acknowledge, understand and cope with any 

sort of change in our lives.  And acknowledgement of the impact of change and how it influences 

our behaviour is the first step.  I look forward to the next stage of life, with only three children in 

the house and fostering adult relationships with three sons who have left home.  Things will be 

different ï not necessarily better nor worse.  Just different.  And life will continue to move  

forward.  I choose to embrace it with gusto and not mourn (well not too much) over what once 

was.   My babies are no longer, but I have something wonderful instead. 

 

New staff & teams 

I would like to welcome three new staff into the school program: Tegan Streeter, Teacher in Sen-
ior School (replacing Neeti who is currently on maternity leave and has had a healthy baby boy);  

Cassandra Schubert (Cass), Speech Language Pathologist (replacing Cae Ashton who will 

continue to fill the role of Curriculum Coordinator); and Sylvie Kellner, Speech Language  

Pathologist in Middle School (replacing Dallas who is swapping with Sylvie for 6 months to 

work in the Outreach program). 

 

Other changes include the addition of Sandra Smith, Occupational Therapist (Middle School), in 

Senior School for one day a week to conduct the Lifeskills Program.  Kim Parkin will be        

providing support for one day a week in Middle School in exchange for this time.  I will be ful-

filling the role of Senior School Coordinator in the short term, and I am already enjoying spend-

ing time with the staff and the students and seeing their enthusiasm for the coming term. 

New students 

I would also like to welcome three new students to the school: Sam who has joined Junior 

School; Tabitha who has joined our Middle School; and Isabel in our Senior School.  We hope 

you all enjoy the school activities and learning and make some good friends during your stay. 

mailto:info@childassoc.org.au
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/marilyn_ferguson_quotes.html


The Glenleighden News  Page 2 

School  news  

School Activities 

Term 3 will be busy with activities, commencing with the new building opening next week.  Please ensure you have rsvpôed to 

 Sarah-Jane if you intend coming so we can cater appropriately.  Ten days later, our annual Lunch for Language will be occurring on 

behalf of the school and LETôS TALK, and I know that many parents will be attending this event.  Following the Ekka holiday on 

Wednesday 11th August will be our annual Family Day on Thursday 12th August.  Mums, dads and siblings are all welcome to attend and 
be involved in the activity morning to get a taste of the programs and activities being run in the school.  There is a scheduled Working 

Bee for Sunday 29th August.  Please let Sarah-Jane know if you would like to attend for working bee credits.  And of course our  

wonderful School Concert will be on Friday 3rd September, with the theme ñIdentityò being the focus of the items for each of the Levels.  

There are a number of excursions, parent information sessions as well as work experience for the Senior students.  Please look out for 

notes regarding these from your levels. 

 

Photographs on building opening day 

Please note, specifically, if you are intending to come to the building opening and wish to take photographs, that there are some students 

whose families do not wish their photos to be taken for general or commercial purposes.  I ask that parents and friends please respect 

these wishes and commit to only taking photographs for personal uses on the day.  An official photographer will be nominated who will  

negotiate with Level Coordinators about who is able to be photographed.  If the media should turn out for the day, our contingency is to 

provide students who do not have permission to have photos taken with alternative activities during the opening ceremony.  If you have 
any concerns or queries, please see me. 

 

Thank you to the PS&F 

It was obvious at Assembly on Thursday morning that the new shade structures, funded by the PS&F through a Gambling Community 

Benefit Fund grant will be a great asset, particularly over summer, keeping our students and staff out of the searing sun.  It is certainly 

doing a wonderful job of shading the seating area as is the additional shade over the paved area outside Senior School.  It has made these 

areas even more useful. 

 

New computers 

The new computers which have been in the process of being purchased since the beginning of Term 2 have finally arrived.  Thank you to 

the staff and students who assisted Frank when they arrived yesterday.  My staff canôt wait for Peter to do his magic and start installing 
them to replace all the obsolete machines in the school.  Information Communication Technology is a strategic focus for our current 

Strategic Plan and plans have already begun to ensure the long term stability and growth of the ICT infrastructure for the whole         

organisation. 

Strategic Planning 

On May 29th, leadership staff and Executive Committee members joined together with facilitator, Mark Vincent from Insight Plus, for a  

productive day of analysing, predicting and planning for the next five years.  While the Strategic Plan is yet to be completed, the areas 

 identified as the focus areas were Research, Models of Service, Extension of Services, Income, Profile Building and Information  

Communication Technology (as mentioned above).  Thank you to all the parents who provided input through the school questionnaire 
which was used to inform this process as well. 

 

Curriculum  

During Term 3, with Cae Ashton facilitating the process as Curriculum Coordinator, the school will be involved in a trial assessment 

task along with other schools in Queensland, including hosting of the moderation process where teachers from the different schools 

gather together to discuss and reach consensus on the quality of student work and how it should be graded.  It is an exciting opportunity 

to be at the forefront of quality assessment in the context of the National Curriculum move and ensuring that children with special educa-

tion needs are meaningfully and fairly assessed following the provision of targeted and quality curriculum.  We will keep you updated 

with this process. 

 

Head of School 
The appointment of a Head of School will be discussed at the next Executive Committee meeting on Tuesday 20th July.  In the interim, 

please direct relevant enquiries to Level Coordinators or myself, or specific enquiries about the development of curriculum to Curricu-

lum Coordinator, Cae Ashton. 

Thanks to staff 

Given that just this week I have had two families come up from Sydney to investigate our school as an option for their children as they 

have reported, and as we know, there is nothing like this available in New South Wales, I would like to thank my staff for their ongoing  

commitment to providing the best programs possible for the children and families who are able to access our services. I am looking 

 forward to a successful Semester 2 and seeing the wonderful growth of our students. 
 

 

Vikki Rose Graydon 

Executive Principal 
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Hi, my name is Shaun.   I am a speech pathologist and I 

started working with the Early Childhood team dur-

ing Term 2.   For the past few years I have been work-

ing with children with autism in an early intervention 

program and have been fortunate enough to have a 

wide variety of experiences.   My passion is early inter-

vention (however I enjoy working with children of 

all ages!) and have been able to continue my passion 

for early intervention here at The Glenleighden 

School.   I have really enjoyed meeting the parents 

and children ï thank you for such a very warm wel-

come!  

Shaun ï Early childhood SLP  

Hello! My name is Cass Schubert, and I'm the new 

Senior School Speech Pathologist. I have enjoyed 

meeting the students and staff and would like to 

say thank you to everyone for being so  

welcoming!  

 

I like music, reading, going to the beach,  

gardening. I also like learning about new  

technology and games, and I think the students 

will be able to teach me a lot. I look forward 

to getting to know you all, and to working with 

the Senior School students!  

Cass ï Senior School SLP  
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Lunch for Language/Building Opening  

We have two special events coming up in the next two weeks. We hope as many parents as possible can be at both. 
 

ñLunch for Languageò é and the official 
opening of our new library, manual arts 

and multi-purpose building. 
 
ñLunch for Languageò is the CHI.L.D. Associationôs major fundraiser of the year and raises in the order of 

$40,000 each year for equipment, materials, furniture and fittings and the like for our children to use.  
 
If you havenôt done so already, there is still time to book a place for this most enjoyable function. But we need to have 
bookings and payments finalised by next Wednesday, 21 July. 
 
The cost is $90.00 per head. The venue is Riverside Receptions in New Farm, a delightful spot by the river, and the function 
starts at 11am. 

 
We are especially delighted this year to have two ñOld Boysò of the school as our guest speakers. This is the first time past 
students have been our Guests of Honour and we are thrilled they have agreed to tell us their stories. We know they are 
very excited too and are really looking forward to the day.  
 
As well, a group of children from Middle School will be taking part, there are really excellent prizes to be won and, of 
course, a splendid meal, drinks, and great company to be enjoyed. 

 
If you can make it, please see Sarah-Jane as soon as possible é but before next Wednesday. 
 

Opening of our new building  
 

This ceremony will be held next Wednesday, 21 July, commencing at 9.30am. If you are coming please be at the marquee 

by 9.20am in case our official guests are early. The building will be opened by Senator Claire Moore. 
 
Early Childhood will be giving a presentation and students from Middle School and Senior School will act as MCs for the 
function. There will also be a display by each level set up in the new multi -purpose rooms. 
 
After the opening, everyone is invited to tour the building and have morning tea with us.  
 

The library is really quite stunning now that furniture and fittings have begun to arrive. Seeing the library is really a mus t. 
Having a purpose-built and equipped library for the first time is a major milestone for the school.  
 
As well, the manual arts room is being fitted out and it is now home to more than $3,500 worth of tools and materials. It is 
a real workshop, and while we still need a few more things, this facility will be able to provide a great experience for our 
senior students. It too has to be seen. Manual arts classes start for the first time at Glenleighden today. This is a most  
important day in the schoolôs history. 
 
So please join us for the opening and a tour of our new facilities. And please advise Sarah-Jane if you will be attending so 
we can organise morning tea. 
 
We hope to see you at both the new building opening and Lunch for Language!  
 

Bruce Grundy  
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       FUN  
FOOD  

FRIDAY 

Please 

let  

Sarah-

Jane 

know on  

We need 

your help! 

33788625 

IF YOU CAN 

HELP? 

We are asking for 
volunteers to  
conduct the Fun 
Food Friday program 
at the school. Senior 
School conducted it 
for Semester one,  
however due to  
programming  
requirements will not 
be able to continue 
this process in the 
second half of the 
year. To continue  
this much loved 
event we need your 
help!!  
All that is required is 
some slicing, dicing 
and oven usage.   
  
When: Every Friday  
Morning 
Where: TGS Kitchen 
  
Hope you can help! 
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CARPOOLING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2010 

 

The Glenleighden School encourages parents & caregivers to carpool together where practical, 

and a number of families have indicated that they are interested in carpooling this  

semester.   This service is not arranged by the School, however we are happy to facilitate  

connecting families . 

 

If you are interested in carpooling with others who may live in your area please fill in the form 

below & return it to the school, indicating your permission for the school to pass your details 

on to other interested parents.  

 

 
 

 

 

TEAR OFF SLIP  

 

 

Parent/Caregiverôs Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone Number:  (Mobile only recommended)  ________________________________ 

 

Suburb:  ________________________________ 

 

I consent to this information being provided to other parents/caregivers who are interested in  

carpooling for 2010. 

 

Signed:           _____________________________________ 

 

Name:             _____________________________________ 
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